i6o       FROM PRIVATE TO FIELD-MARSHAL
It just cleans its rifle and falls in on parade." The ai of no other Eurojpean country laboured under the s; disadvantages as we did, and it is to their undying cr that our officers stuck to their work in such discoura^ circumstances, and in the Great War proved themselve: be such fine commanders.
Of the other training problems which engaged atten-at Aldershot it may be added that the cavalry were iss with a new-pattern sword, the old custom of cutting hacking at one's opponent giving place to the more lightn: like thrust.    Definite efforts were made for the first timi provide the troops with travelling-kitchens (i.e. vehicle which the food can be cooked whilst on the move anc be ready whenever wanted) ;  and mechanical transport worked out on a practical basis, thus solving some of difficulties attaching to the supply of food and ammuni in the field.    In the summer of 1909 the 1st Division mobilised as an experiment, the necessary additional n horses,   vehicles,   etc.,   being  taken  from  other  units Aldershot and elsewhere.   This was the first time any had ever seen a British division at war strength, and it the last till August 1914.    The experience gained was v able, and upon it were based many of the decisions for movement and handling of large formations which -v successfully practised in the Great War.
One of the most important innovations of all was organisation of " communication companies." It can understood that in the employment of large forces spi over wide areas a multitude of messages, orders, instructions regarding fighting, feeding, moving, and m other matters have to be conveyed between command staff, and troops, and that unless they are conve accurately and promptly serious consequences may en Heretofore the arrangements for this service had beei the most sketchy and unsatisfactory kind. For use amo] themselves and with their brigade headquarters, regiments, battalions, and batteries had each had their qi of " signallers," equipped with flags, lamps, heliograganised, and disorganised almost daily. The second is never up to
